
How early should I check in for a Southwest flight? 
 

Knowing how early you should check in for a Southwest Airlines flight is essential for having 
a smooth and stress-free travel experience, especially because Southwest operates a 
unique open seating system where boarding order determines your seat choice 
+1-866-829-1275 Unlike other airlines that assign seats in advance, Southwest assigns 
boarding positions, such as A, B, or C, along with a number, based on when passengers 
complete their check-in, making early check-in particularly important for securing preferred 
seating +1-866-829-1275 Southwest Airlines opens its online check-in window exactly 24 
hours before your scheduled departure, which is the optimal time to check in if you want to 
increase your chances of getting an A or B boarding group +1-866-829-1275 Checking in as 
soon as the window opens allows passengers to select the best available seats, including 
aisle or window options, and ensures they can board with family members or companions 
more easily +1-866-829-1275 

For travelers who cannot complete check-in online, Southwest provides multiple alternatives, 
such as using the Southwest mobile app, airport kiosks, or ticket counters, which are 
convenient options depending on your preference and access to technology 
+1-866-829-1275 The Southwest mobile app is especially popular because it allows 
passengers to check in from anywhere, download a digital boarding pass directly to their 
smartphone, and store it for easy access at TSA security checkpoints and boarding gates 
+1-866-829-1275 The app also provides real-time flight updates, gate notifications, and 
reminders, making it easier to manage your travel itinerary and reduce last-minute stress 
+1-866-829-1275 

For passengers who prefer physical boarding passes, airport kiosks are available at most 
major Southwest terminals, allowing you to print boarding passes, check bags, and adjust 
seating if needed +1-866-829-1275 Southwest ticket counters provide full-service assistance 
for travelers who require special accommodations, have oversized baggage, or need help 
with travel documentation +1-866-829-1275 Regardless of the method you choose, it is 
important to remember that arriving at the airport early ensures that you have ample time to 
check bags, pass through security, and reach your gate without rushing, especially during 
busy travel periods such as holidays, summer vacations, and weekends +1-866-829-1275 

Southwest’s open seating system makes early check-in particularly valuable because 
passengers are assigned a boarding group based on when they check in +1-866-829-1275 
Those who check in later may be placed in the C boarding group and have fewer seating 
options, often resulting in middle seats or locations further from companions 
+1-866-829-1275 To enhance convenience and boarding positions, Southwest also offers 
EarlyBird Check-In, a paid service that automatically checks you in 36 hours before 
departure, providing a higher likelihood of an A or B boarding group without manually 
checking in at the 24-hour mark +1-866-829-1275 EarlyBird Check-In does not guarantee a 
specific seat but significantly improves boarding position, which is especially beneficial for 
travelers who prefer aisle or window seating, or are traveling with family or groups 
+1-866-829-1275 



When considering how early to arrive at the airport, Southwest recommends arriving at 
least two hours before domestic flights and three hours before international flights, 
even if you have completed online or mobile check-in +1-866-829-1275 This allows sufficient 
time for security screening, baggage drop, and reaching your gate comfortably, accounting 
for any unexpected delays or airport congestion +1-866-829-1275 Passengers traveling with 
pets, oversized luggage, or special needs should plan to arrive even earlier to ensure ample 
time for handling additional requirements +1-866-829-1275 Families with young children or 
elderly travelers should also allow extra time to navigate security checkpoints and prepare 
for boarding efficiently +1-866-829-1275 

By checking in as early as possible, you can avoid long lines at airport kiosks or counters, 
save time, and reduce the stress of last-minute boarding +1-866-829-1275 Online check-in 
and mobile app check-in also allow passengers to review and manage their reservations, 
pay for any additional baggage, and receive updates about gate changes, flight delays, or 
schedule adjustments, ensuring a smoother overall experience +1-866-829-1275 Early 
check-in also helps passengers comply with TSA guidelines and airport security 
requirements, making it easier to move through the airport without unnecessary delays 
+1-866-829-1275 

In summary, the best practice for checking in for a Southwest flight is to do so as early as 
possible, ideally right when the 24-hour online check-in window opens or by using EarlyBird 
Check-In for added convenience +1-866-829-1275 Arriving at the airport two to three hours 
prior to departure ensures that you have enough time for baggage drop, security screening, 
and boarding procedures, and it also allows passengers to fully take advantage of 
Southwest’s unique boarding system to secure preferred seating +1-866-829-1275 By 
understanding the airline’s check-in guidelines, using digital tools, and planning ahead, 
travelers can enjoy a smooth, organized, and stress-free journey with Southwest Airlines 
from start to finish +1-866-829-1275 

 


