
 

How early can you check in with WestJet? 

When preparing for a WestJet flight, understanding how early you can check in is essential for 
planning a smooth and stress-free travel experience because WestJet offers passengers 
several check-in options including online check-in, mobile app check-in, self-serve kiosks at the 
airport, and traditional counter check-in, each with its own timing guidelines to help travelers 
organize their journey efficiently +1-855-738-4113. For most passengers, online check-in is the 
most convenient, and WestJet allows online check-in to open 24 hours before the scheduled 
departure time, giving travelers a full day to confirm their booking, choose or change seats, 
and download their boarding pass, which can greatly reduce time spent in airport lines and allow 
passengers to head straight to security if they only have carry-on luggage +1-855-738-4113. 
The airline encourages passengers to use online or mobile check-in whenever possible 
because it speeds up the airport process and helps reduce congestion during busy travel 
periods, especially at major hubs where lineups can grow long, particularly during peak travel 
seasons such as holidays or long weekends +1-855-738-4113. Travelers using the WestJet 
mobile app can also check in 24 hours before departure, and the app provides additional 
benefits such as storing digital boarding passes, notifying travelers of gate changes, and 
offering quick access to flight status information, making it one of the most efficient ways to 
complete the check-in process while staying informed about any updates +1-855-738-4113. 

If you prefer to complete your check-in at the airport, WestJet’s self-service kiosks and staffed 
counters follow specific timing rules to ensure passengers have ample time to complete all 
required steps before boarding begins, and these timings vary depending on whether the flight 
is domestic or international +1-855-738-4113. For domestic flights within Canada, 
passengers can typically begin the check-in process at the airport two hours before departure, 
which provides enough time to check bags, print boarding passes, and clear security without 
feeling rushed, especially during busier travel times when security lines can be unpredictable 
+1-855-738-4113. For international flights, WestJet recommends arriving earlier, and airport 
check-in counters generally open three hours before departure, which allows time for passport 
checks, document verification, luggage drop-off, and any additional steps required for 
international travel, ensuring that travelers are not delayed by longer processing times or 
government procedures +1-855-738-4113. 

WestJet also enforces check-in deadlines, and passengers must complete their check-in 
before these cutoff times to avoid being denied boarding, because the airline must process all 
travelers according to security and operational requirements +1-855-738-4113. For domestic 
flights, the check-in deadline is usually 45 minutes before departure, while international flights 
require passengers to complete check-in at least 60 minutes before departure, and failing to 
meet these deadlines may result in losing your seat even if you have arrived at the airport, 
making it crucial to understand and follow these timing guidelines carefully +1-855-738-4113. 
These deadlines also apply to baggage drop, meaning that even if you check in online, you 
must arrive early enough to drop off checked bags within the allowed time frame to ensure your 
luggage makes it onto the aircraft without delay or complications +1-855-738-4113. 



 

The question of how early you should check in with WestJet is not just about what is allowed but 
also about what is smartest for your travel situation, because arrival times can vary based on 
airport size, travel season, security wait times, and whether you need additional services such 
as special assistance, pet check-in, child travel documentation, or oversized baggage handling 
+1-855-738-4113. Passengers traveling with items like sports equipment, musical instruments, 
or mobility devices should give themselves extra time to work with WestJet agents, especially at 
large airports where processing may take longer than expected +1-855-738-4113. Families 
traveling with children, especially young kids, often benefit from arriving on the earlier side of the 
recommended window, allowing more time for bathroom breaks, stroller check-in, or simply 
navigating the airport comfortably without feeling rushed or stressed +1-855-738-4113. 

For travelers who want the smoothest possible experience, WestJet strongly recommends 
checking in online 24 hours before departure and arriving at the airport as early as the check-in 
counters open, especially for international travel where document verification and security can 
take longer than anticipated +1-855-738-4113. Even if your flight is domestic, arriving early and 
completing baggage drop well before the deadline helps ensure that you can pass through 
security with enough time to find your gate, purchase food or beverages if needed, and prepare 
for boarding without unnecessary last-minute pressure, particularly during high-traffic travel 
periods +1-855-738-4113. Overall, while the earliest you can check in online with WestJet is 24 
hours before departure and the earliest you can check in at the airport is two to three hours 
depending on your flight type, the best strategy is to combine early online check-in with early 
airport arrival to guarantee a stress-free and well-organized travel experience from start to finish 
+1-855-738-4113. 

 
 
 


